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PREFACE 


IGURATIVE Writing and Lo- 
cution have been usd from the ear- 
ag lic? Times by the wifeft Men. The 
th Ancients, particularly of the Eaft; 


‘World derive their Learning, ufed to expre/s the 
 moft ferious Truths, even in Parables and Mytholoz 
gies introducing not only irrational Animals, bug 
even inanimate Beings as Interlocutors ; and this 
oftentimes to denote the Evidence of what they ad« 


A 2 of 


Pog Pe bas || sialic 
WFSCCASY from whence ibe other Parts of the, 


waned 3 to make the Senfe fink deeper in the Minds — 


vo The PREP AOR. 3 
of Men 5 and to fignify, that what they declard 
qwas the very Voice of Nature. I have read fome- 
avhere or other in the Turkith Hiftory, I think it 
is in the Life of Mahomet the Great, That as he 
was marching with bis Army by the fide of a de- 
molife'd Caftie, Two Owls were hooting at’ one 
another from fome of the broken Walls: At which 
one of the Emperor's Familjars faid, thofe Owls 
aretalking to one another, and he would go hear 
what they faid. He ftood feemingly *lifening for 
fome Time: When he return’d, the Emperor ask'd 


ahat the Owls were talking of ? He anfwerd, 


they were telling one another, what a brave Empe- 
ror Mahomet was, to defiroy fo many Towns and 
Caftles, that they might bave their Ruins to build 
their Nefis, and catch Mice in. ~ The Emperor 
took the Hint, and made War for the future with 
lefs Barbarity. If this wife Man cou’d introduce 
fuch defpicable Animals, to make fo mighty an Em- 
pevor fenfible of bis Cruelty ; with much more Rea. 
fon may ‘the Author introduce the Gallows for an 
Interlocutor, from whence fo many Libertines breathe 
their left, and which is fo naturally capable of 
giving them the moft feeling Evidence of their grand 
Miftake, both in their Principles and Prattice. Alb 
their Qutcriés of Prieftcraft and. Impofture cawt 
deafen the Voice of Nature ; which impeaches their 


+ The celebrated Cervantes, Author of Dox Quixot, has 


a Moral Dialogue between two Dogs: And the Author of 
Don Luivedo’s Vifions, if I miftake not, has.a Dialogue be- — 


horrid — 


tween a Dog and a Fever e 


The PREFACE, y 


horrid Syftem. A Syftem, that faps the very 
Foundation of all Reafon and Argumentation, as 
well as Religion 5 and tends to fubvert the noble 
Strutture of Morality, which is founded in the ve- 
ry Being of a rational Creature. The whole Crea- 
tion demonfirates the Care of an All-feeing Provi- 
dence over every thing that paffes in his Govern 
ment: That as he has created us with infinite 
Wifdom and Knowledge, fo the fame infinite Wif- 
dom can never abandon the moft noble Part of his 
Works, i.¢. the free Altions of Men, to Hap-ha- 
zard, without taking Cognizance of every thing they 
do, approving or difapproving their Aétions, as they 


. are agreeable to, or deviate from the All-juft Rules 


of his infinite Perfettions. Tis indubitable the 


| Syftem of Deifm and Freethinking, as underftood 
by our modern Infidels, tends to the deftruttion of 
the nobleft Part of the Universe *; as is evidently 


foewn in this little Traté. Nor +: it poffible to 
imagine, unlefs where the Mind is clotded with 
Vice and Paffions, that the Abominations, Injufti~ 
ces, and barbarous Cruelties Men are guilty of — 
with refpect to one another, can ever be agreeable 
to the Notions of an All-juft Deity: If fo, fuch 
Attions muft be heinous in his Sight. The Confe- 
quences of which muft be moft terrible to any thinks 
ing Man. Tis evident at the fame time, that 
Deifm or Freethinking makes a Feft of all this 5 


tends of itfelf to deftroy the eternal Boundaries of 


* By the Univerfe, he means this lower World. 
| Go 
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wi< The. PR EF A CoE: 
Good and Evil; puts the juftef? Men, and the 
“greatest Villains on the fame Footing , gives a Loofe 
zo all manner of Crimes and Impieties , teaches 
People to commit the greateft Enormities without 
Scruple ; and in foort, leaves every Man at liberty 
to cut. bis Neighbour’s Throat, if be can but have 
the Addrefs to efcape the Gallows: But this being 
direttly contrary to the Voice of Nature, and all 
the Notions of right Reafon both in God and 
Man, the whole Pofle of Nature foowd be armd 
againft them. A great many of them, without 


doubt, do fall frequently into the Hands of pub-— 


lick Fuftice, and will do more and more, as this 
' free-akting Syftem encreafes , but the greateft Dan- 
ger is from thofe who are above it. The Deifts, 
make their Brags of it, and I have heard it advane d 
in publick Company, that the greateft Men in 
Church and State are of their Seét. Tho this 


impudent / ~ tion is what all good Men ought to 


have a Hc f, and is even Criminal to ima- 


gine, without Pronger Grounds, than what Perfons 


profeffedly of no Principles advance, to magnify 
their own Caufe and debauch otbers 5 yet tis to be 
feard there is a culpable Gonnivance fome-where or 
other; elfe a Sect fo deftructive to our Lives and 
Fortunes, could never make fuch Progre/s as it 
does daily ; And "tis to be bop'd, our prudent Le- 
giflature will, in time, put a Mark on Men, who 


make it-no more Sinin it[elf to commit the greateft 
Crimes, than to kill a Fly 5 as well as confider 
: ype Sa to 


/ x“ 


fhe PORE Pe Ceres ae 
the Fuftice of their diftinition between what is fin 
ful and what is lawful, when they quibble ai 
Say a Thing is unlawful, that is, againf tbe amar 
the Land, but not finful, becaufe all moral ok 
or Sin, is a Feft. Such horrid Principles feem 0 
fall under the Cognizance of the Civil Magiftrate, as 
well as of the Divine: Wherefore I Joall only ald 
that when one comes to the clofe of an Argument 
with thefe Gentlemen, to foew the Unreafonablenefs 


of their Syftem , that there muft be, for Example 
3 


eternal and effential Differences between Good and 
Evil; that there mufe be effential Truths, and un= 
doubied Principles in the Agenda and Duties of 


_ Life: That the Diétates of right Reafon are aS 


necefary and unchangeable in Morals, as in Sci 


ence and Knowledge, the Conduét of j 
our Lives be- 
ing the moft Noble and Ufeful Branch of it. They 
will tell you with an Affurance peculiar to them 
> 


that right Reafon itfelf is but a Felt, or a meer 
Notion at the beft, i, e. they are Scepticks in Rea- 
fon as well as Religion 5 which is one of the moft 
Shameful Concefions a rational Creature can b 

reduc’ to; Since Sceptifm is a Blot on Hsia 
Nature, and leaves us as much in the Dark in 
our nobleft Operations, as Brute Beafts. This in’ 
reality feems to be the right Notion of Freethinkin 

as underfiood by our modern Libertines, that is iz 
Liberty of denying, or at leaft doubting of ‘the 


e very firft Principles of Reafon. and Nature; fo 
phe Man drops of courfe, Lafly, whofe-ever 


_ Hands 


wi The PREF AC 
Hands this little Tra ball fall into, the Au- 
thor would have them believe that it was defign'd 
out of meer Kindue/s for bis owm Species that 
if our modern Infidels are bardewd, or, as they 
exprefs it, ealy in their Impieties, and blind to the 
Confequences of a Syftem fo deftruttive to Human 
Nature, others would open their Eyes, and fee 


avhat Misfortunes [uch free Thoughts tend to bring. 


upon us, both in Church and State, 


DIALOGUE 


The Gallows and a F reethinker, 


GALLOWS. 


eee OW now, Sir! What, do you pafs 
tay Gi) by your Friends thus, without pull- 
S| ing off your Hat?- Methinks - you 
and I fhould be better acquainted : 
=) Tam fure there has been a very inti- 
mate Union between myfelf and fome of your 
dear Friends; nay, feveral of them have ftuck t 
me to their laft Breath. ~ ae 
Freetbinker. tiah! the Gallows fpeak! and fo . 
much to the Purpofe too! I am afraid this is a 
Miracle in earneft: No, d--mn it, that can’t be; 
there is no fuch Thing as a Miracle in Nature; 
we don’t know the Extent of Nature, nor the 


Force of occult Caufés, therefore no Miracle. 
. ~ But it is furprifing, and, I fear, ominous too, 


Gal. How ominous, my dear Friend! it only 
portends that you are in a fair Way for making 


_ your Exit with fo many of your-Profeffion; who- 
pee B s 


s die 


-.~. die.in my. Embraces every, Seffions. But~prithe 


( 10) 
_ Freetbinker, what makes thee foaverfe to Miracles 
Fr. Hah! again; it fpeaks and hears too! thi 
is prodigious: Well, I will {peak to it, for I ar 
fure there is no Miracle in the Cafe: Some Tri 
of Prieftcraft perhaps, fome Hocus Pocus Jriggle 
or other; no,that- can’t be, here is no Room for 
Juggle; the Coaft is clear; I fee nothing but 


three inanimate Pofts, yet: they fpeak to me: 


Lord ! how my Heart mifgives me! a Pl-gue on 
this guilty Confcience of mine; I thought I had 
ftifled it long enough ago, but it always flares me 


in the Face when I could wifh it fartheft off. Well, _ 


but ’tis all Notion ftill, a mere Bugbear of the 
Nurfe to fright Children. Now I will fpeak to 
it. In the Name of Wonder, what art? a Body, 


or a Spirit? an animate Being, or an inanimate: 


one ? or do I dream, or rave ? or is it that fome 
d-mn’d Prieft has hid himfelf under Ground, and 
fpeaks to me thus, to {care me into fome Religion? 
Come, tell me what thou art. | 
Gal, What am I? why, your beft Friend, the 
three-legg’d Mare, who keeps you and all thofe of 
your Profeffion, within fome Bounds of Decency 
and Duty.; But, I may be a good or an evil 
Spirit, an animate Being or inanimate one, or 
the Devil himfelf, for all that Argument of yours 5. 
“nay, you don’t know but you may be in a Dream, 


or rave all the while; or, which is worfe, it may _. 


bea Miracle, or not a Miracle, by your Way of 
_ Reafoning: You fay, you don’t know the Extent 
of Nature, therefore I may fpeak naturally to.you 
by fome hidden Caufe or other ; by the fame Way 
of arguing it may be a Miracle, for not knowing 


the Extent of Nature, my {peaking to, you may 
‘be fupernatural, therefore a Miracle; fo prithee- 


now be advifed, and don’t pretend to bring Rea- 
~ fons for your impious Syftem, for all Nature will 


(31, ) 
be againft you. But I would fain come to a 
better Underftanding with you, and all the whole 
Tribe of Atheifts, Deifts, Freethinkers, or what 
ever Denomination you go by : You don’t reflect 
how much your whole C/an are obliged to me. 

Fr. A better Underftanding ! obliged to the 
Gallows! what can be the Meaning of all this ! 
We acknowledge no Obligations in Nature, but 
what make for our Intereft. 

Gal, Come, come, confefs, and be free with 
me; many a Freethinker has made a more fincere 
Confeffion from this Place, than ever he did in 
his Life before. Itell you, all the whole Clan of 
Freethinkers owe the greateft Obligations to the 
three-legg’d Mare of any Thing in the World; and 
fince you are in fo fair a Way to it, ’tis fic I 
fhould examine you a little before-hand. Letme 

_ask you a civil Queftion or two: What think you 
of Hell and Damnation ? 

Fr. Why, ’tis a Scare-crow, to fright Children 

Gal. What is your Notion of Religion ? 

Fr. ’Yis an Engine of Prieftcraft; it may be 
a good Cloak to gain our Ends on fome Occafions, 
and be ferviceable fometimes in Politicks. But 
we hate all internal Religion, particularly the 

‘Chriftian, becaufe it gives a Check to our Liber- 
‘ties, for which Reafon we endeavour to makea Jeft 
of it as much as we can. 

Gal. You believe in God, Thope? 

Fr. Not if we could help it; but as we have 
an Averfion to Argument and Demonftration, we 
acknowledge him in Words, but think as little of 
him as we can. Above all, we ufe our ftrongeft 
Efforts to perfuade ourfelves and Followers, that 


~ he never troubles himfelf with what we do. 


Gal. I can’t fay but you have fome Reafon, ac- 
cording to your Way of Thinking; for if he 
fhould examine your free Aéions according to the 

3 Bacco Rules 


2 


I 


Cia) 3 

Rules of his infinite Juftice and San&ity, you are 
in a poor Way. I fuppofé alfo, you acknowledge 
no moral Good or Evil in any of your AGtions ? 

Fr. No, furely ; that would make us uneafy in 
our Enormities. - 

Gal. Nor no Sin in Nature. 

Fr. No. . 

Gal. You believe then, that all the grievous 
Crimes which the World call’d heretofore Sizs, as 


Murders, Adulterics, Treafons, Extortions, 


Cheating, Robbing, Plundering, &c. are no Sins, 
nor require any Punifhment in the next Life? 

Fr. To be fare; we fhould cut on ourfelves 
elf; becaufe if any of our A&tions were evil, or 
liable to be punifh’d by God, even the moft hei- 
nous, the fame Rule would hold for all the reft 
more or lefS, which would oblige us to the Rales 


of Religion and Morality, and give us Qualms of 


Confcience like other People: Whereas we endea- 
vour to live without any Scruple, indulging our 
Inclinations. in.every-thing to.run out the Span of 
Life as fwimmingly as we can. 

Gal. You make nothing then unlawful in it- 
felf ? : : pay 

Fr. Holda little; you may bring me into 
your Noofe by-and-by: This requires a Diftinai- 
on: We don’t believe any-thing to be a Sin in it- 


felf, as the Chriftians take the Word; but we be- » 


lieve a great many ‘Things walaw/ful. Every-thing 
that is againft the Laws of the Land is unlawful, 
and we fhould deferve to be punifhed according to 
the Laws, if we don’t keep within Bounds. But 
to fay it is a Sin, or a moral Evil, is a mere 
ft. Xe 
Je Gal. “A very pretty’ Diftin@ion indeed, and 
worthy your free Sy/tem / However, you'll allow 
that High-treafon, for Example, Killing the 
King (which God forbid!) Subverting the Go- 
Ren ee ei vernment, 


| ( 13) 

yernment, and the like, are unlawful AGtions, 

Fr. None are more zealous for the prefent Go- 
vernment than ourfelves, “ 

Gal. Nor greater Enemies in the main to any 
Government. in the World, and would be fo in 

- fa&, if you thought ic againft your dear Intereft. 

But would it not be a Sin in itfelf, that is, a. 
real internal Guilt on the Mind, to confpire againtt 
his moft facred Majefty, and fubvert the beft Con- 
ftitution in the World? 

Fr. Humph! this is an enfnaring Queftion, to 
which T'll give you no other Anfwer, than that 


~ we look on all Notions of Confcience in your 
 Senfe as mere Bigottry and Prejudice of Education. 


What need of defcending to fuch odious Particu-‘ 
lars ? in general, we laugh at all Notions of Good 
and Evil, and never trouble ourfelves about Guils 
of Conicience . 

Gal. I underftand you ; but let me interrogate 
you a little further, to fee better into this Dif 
tinction of unlawful and finful. Suppofe you could 
bring about thofe horrid Crimes I menticn’d, with 
Succefs and Impunity, would you have any Re- 
morfe or Scruple in breaking the fundamental 
Laws of all Nations? Anfwer me direttly. 

Fr. Y tell you in fhort, Remorfe of Confcience 
is a mere Bugbear of Prieftcraft; tho’ Succefs and ° 
’Impunity are glorious Things, and cancel all Ble- 

miihes. | i 

Gal. Come hither, my dear Friend, and _pre- 
pare thyfelf for my Embraces, for thou art in 
the dirett Road to die in my Arms. Neither do 
I believe any prudent Legiflature will faffer you 
to be depriv’d of your deferved End. 

Fr. Why fo, pray now? no. Men in the World 


- profefs a greater Refpect for external Laws than 


we do; and are not the Laws fufficient to keep 
People in their Duty? POS 
. Sig Gal, 


ee 


ere 


> 


ty 
i 
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Gal. Not in all Things; as your private Prac- 


~~ tices are a fufficient Proof; which we will examine 


more particularly by-and-by. But prithee now 
why do you make fuch a pother about external 
Laws? | ere sn 
Fr. Becaufe if we fhould break in upon the 
Laws, we fhould be brought to Punifhment, and 
incur the Penalties annexed to them. ue 
Gal. That is to fay, you would be hang’d, if 


- you fhould put your Principles in Practice, not. - 


that you have any Scruple to break all Laws, in- 
ternal or external, divine or human; is not that 
the Englifh ont. 

Cars ¥en are not much wide of the Mark; tho’ 
we don’t let the Vulgar know of it. _ s 

Gal. Ohoh! Friend, have I caught you! did 
not I tell you the three-legg’d Mare ‘was che beft 
Friend you had in the World?’Tis this alone keeps 
you within the Bounds of Decency, and even 
common Humanity.’ This makes the Sum of your 
Belief; The Gallows is the prime Diregtor of all 


your Aétions. Now we fhall come to a better 


Underftanding. Why don’t you break in» upon 
all the external Laws as wellas internal ones? Not 
for any real Refpett you have for them in the 
main, but only for fear of being hang’d. Why 
don’t you ftab, fhoot, or poifon any one that ftands 
in your way? Is ic not merely out of Refpect to 
: allows? 

S Why really, I can’t deny but the Gallows 
has a very particular Influence to keep People: in 


their Duty. That, and Want of Power, hinder us 


ke 
from doing a great many Things, we fhould ma 

no Seriple of otherwife. But, little Villains muft 
fubmit to Fate. Machiavel, our great Law-giver 
and Founder, tells us there’s no more Harm in 
murdering a Competitor, oe ae he 
i i ear or two before his Lime, 

intg his Grave a Year o | rani 


(15) 
ftrangling a young Heir who keeps us out of an 
Eftate, than killing a Fly: But the vaft Refpeét 
we have for your Worthip keeps us at a diftance. 
Gal, I thought this was at the Bottom on’t: 


_ That vaft Refpeé you-pretend to fhew for the 


Laws is in effect direfted to me: ’Tis an ingenu- 
ous Confeffion: Oh! I have a particular knack in 
making People fpeak truth. Many fuch Confefi- 
ons have been made at this Place before now: I 
fuppofe the fame Reafon keeps you from deftroy- 
ing all, Root and Branch, that ftands in your 
way... 

_ Fr. The very fame ; nothing but the Gallows 
preferves us from thefe Enormities; for the vere 
Adepti, who are out of your Reach, commit them 
without any Scruple. “Tis true, we have fome 
other collateral Motives you fhall hear prefently ; 
we affect alfo.an external Decency in fome of our 
Adtions; nay, would make the Vulgar. believe we 
are moral Men, and can even put on the fanttified 


Cloak of Religion, to gain our Ends, or keep up 


our Reputation. But our great Regulator is the 
Pendulum that hangs from your Crofs-arms: This 
is the real Caufe that keeps us within Bounds. 

: Gal. The Freedom of this Confeffion emboldens 
me to tell you as freely, that interiourly a Free- 


thinker is the greateft Villain upon Earth, fince 


he has no énteriour Scruple of the greateft Villa- 
nics, the moft flagrant Enormities, the moft hor- 
tid Wickedne(fs, the moft inceftuous and beaftly 


Abominations in the World. 


Fr. Hold a little ; you exprefs yourfelf fome- 
thing too harfhly, as well as run on a wrong Sup- 
pofition. We deny that we are guilty of any ins 


__teriour Wickednefs, becaufe we don’t believe any- 
thing to be interiourly evil. We fay, there is no 


fuch Thing as interiour Religion, no internal Dy- 


“ties, no internal Obligations, no Laws of Mora. 


| i lity, 


(16) 


-. lity, and the like, but only a due Refpe& to ex- 
_ ternal Laws, which you unhappily reduce to the 
Fear of our Necks: So that if we fhould commit 
the moft: horrid Impieties, provided we efcape 
thofe fame Laws, we fhould be neither better nor 
worfe interiourly. In this Point we are entirely 
eafy ; for, as I faid, if we allowed any one A€tion 
to be a Sin interiourly, we muft allow fome inter- 
nal Rules, by which human Ations are to be ré- 
gulated. This would oblige us to the Laws of 
_ Morality, and render all’ our Aétions good or 
evil, more or lefs, as they are agreeable to; or 
deviate from thofe Rules ; which won’t fquare 
with that’ uncontroulable Liberty we profefs in all 
we do, without the leaft Check or Scruple of Con- 
feience whatfoever, having a due Regard ftill to 
your Worfhip and our own Necks. Befides, tho 
we won’t allow thofe Enormities you mention’d 
to be any Sins, we abftain from capital Crimes, 
and can conform to any external Aéts of Reli- 
gion as well as other Men ; fo that.you would do 
us a great deal of Wrong to poft us up for Vil- 
lains, in the Eyes of the World, whom we would 
deceive as decently as we could. “5 : 
Gal. Wrong, my dear Friend! that’s a By in 
your Principles; no Man can do you any Wrong, 
fince according to the Gentlemen of your Pro- 
_feffion, Right and Wrong are nothing but mere 
Notions of Education, unlefs you call that Wrong 
that is done. to yourfelves, and every-thing Right 


you do to others: I fancy that’s the Cafe. Sup- - 


pofe, for Example, one of your moft intimate 
Friends, with whom you have enter’d into the 
ftricteft Obligations and mutual Engagements, 


fhould decently facrifice you to his own Ends, or 
fhould rip. up Vea Bowels for his Diverfion, 23. 


’ Domitian did Flies; would that Man do you any 
Wrong ? ee | se Ir. 


{ 


\ 


| SCOP a 
Fr. Humph! This is another enfharing Quefti« 
on: He would break in upon all the Laws of com- 
mon Humanity. 
Gal. Laws of Humanity! That’s a Jeft too, ac- ’ 
cording to your Rules: Laws of Humanity are 
nothing but the Laws of Morality, or the Duties 
of natural Religion; and Iam fure you laugh at. 
all internal Religion. - pe i ei 
Fr. That’s true ; but:we are Men of Honour, 
we value our Word, we ftand much upon our Re- 
putation, and we are punétual to our Engagements, 
and mutual Promifes to one another; and he 
would be a brutal Villain to betray his Truft. 
Gal. Ha, ha, ha! you make me laugh as well 
as {peak : Can any one in his Senfes believe, that 
a Perfon, who makes no fcruple of the moft horrid 
Impieties, will b8ggle at his Honour, or breaking 
his Word, when it fuits his Intereft. This is one 
of the greateft Jefts of all. ’Tis true, to pafs on 
the World for a ‘Man of Honour may be a fer- 
viceable Cloak, as well as Religion; but I am fure 
a Freethinker would boggle no more at breaking 
his Word and Honour, than breaking the Com- 
mandments,’ if it were not for the fake of his Re- 
putation; for, prythee, what do’ft thou mean by 
the Obligations of Honour and mutual Engage- 
‘ments? No Sin, I hope, or any thing that’s binding 
interiourly, = > ‘ 
_ Fr.:No, hang it; that’s againft our Syftem too : 
I tell you, we allow no Obligations in Nature. 
Gal. Why then do you put fuch a notorious 
Cheat upon the World, to make People believe 
you ftand upon your Honour, when you grant that 


_ to be as much’a Jeft in itfelf as Religion? I am 
~ fure that Man would be a ftark Fool, who. fhould 


truft his Life and Fortune to: your Honour, when 
you laugh at the very fundamental Laws of Na- 


_ Sure, from whence all co Promifés and En- 


gagements 
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 Zagements draw their Obligation. Come, I am a 

great Dealer in Cafes ; you know my Office chiefly 
- turns on extraordinary Cafes: I'll put che Cafe 
once more, .and then we will turn to fomething 
elfe. Suppofe a Band of Highwaymen, of your 
Principles, had made the -moft folemn Engage- 


ment among themfelves, to carry off an immenfe 


Sum, to be equally divided among the Adven- 
turers; whether any Murders or other Crimes 
were neceffary to effeé it, comes much to the fame; 
_ the Fa& being done, one of them has the lucky 
AddrefS not only to cheat, but to hang all the reft; 
would that Man commit a greater Crime by break- 
ing his Engagements with his Companions, than 
committing the Fa&? 

Fr. Pooh! this is carrying the Thing too high : 
I hope you don’t put Men of Honour and a Gang 
of Highwaymen on the fame Footing? We Free- 
thinkers are generally Men of Rank and Figure, 
. who. value theif Honour above their Life, and 

would cut any Man’s Throat who fhould call it in 
Queftion. i 

Gal. You make me laugh again: Why, does a 
Freethinker of any Rank, look upon it to be any 
more Harm in itfelf, to commit the greateft Crimes, 
than the greateft Villain upon Earth ? Well, put 
the Cafe 2 Company of Freethinkers, of the firft 


~ Rank and Quality, confpired together to fubvert — | 


the Government, which in your Principles 1s. no 
more Harm in itfelf, than to blow up an oppofite 


Party, entering isto the moft folemn Engagements: 


of their Word and Honour, to ftand by one an- 
other, and divide the Spoils according to Agree- 
ment ; one of them betrays his Truft, and either 
impeaches or fupplants all the reft. 


Fr. He would be a damn’d worthlefs Villain for 


his Pains. 
Gal. 


is [aie 
Gal. Why fo? Would h i in? 
Hee y uld he commit any Sin? 


Gal. Would he do any Wrong ? . 


Fr, Not in itfelf; but he would deferve to be 
ftigmatifed for an eternal Dog. 


Gal. Stigmatifed! for doing a Thing that is no 


_ more Harm in itfelf than killing a Fly ? Is it a 


greater Fault to betray his Truft than to kill an 
innocent Man? Come, come, Iam fure you would 
think yourfelf injured in that Cafe: And why in- 
jured? but becaufe the Light of Nature tells you 
that it is againft the very Notion of a rational 


_ Being to be guilty of fuch Enormities, when it 


happens to be againft yourfelf: In fhort, a Free- 
thinker muft be a Fool by Principle, as well as 
fomething elfe, if he expetts any other Treatment. 

Fr. In fhort too, we never trouble ourfelves 
about the Reafon of the Thing, and Deduétion of 

Confequences; we content ourfelves with our free 
Thoughts and free Aétions ; if you come to fift us 
thus by the Rules of Reafon, we have done with 
you; fo fare you well. 

_ Gal. 1 command you by my three‘leg’d Autho- 
rity to flay a little: You" have almoft made me 
change my Syftem. 

Fr. Hah! that indeed’ is an Inducement to 
make me ftay ; for we would fain overthrow all 
Syftems inthe World: But what is the Change my 


Reafons have produced in‘ you? 
Ga/. I thought the three-leg’d Mare had been 


the only Thing you ought to ftand in Awe of; 


but according to my Way of Thinking you ought 
to be afraid of every Man you fee. | 
Fr. Why fo ? ako Seeg 
Gal. Becaufe when the World comes to be tho- 
roughly apprifed ‘of your: Principles, inftead of 
taking you to be Men of Honour, they will look 
on you as fo many a Beafts ; nay, worfe a 
2 Z ; wild 
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wild Beafts, becaufe thefe {pare their own Spe- 
cies, Whereas -you ftick at no Crime, and would ° 


deftroy all who ftand in your Way, provided you 
could do it with Safety of your Necks. 

Fr. You fpeak very often of our Principles, 
whereas we have none; we hate all Principles, ef- 
pecialy thofe you call firft Principles: No, our 

ufinefs is to kick out all Principles. How many 
times muft I tell you, they are only Prejudices of 
Education, begun by the Nur/e, ‘and continued 
by the Prie/. Inftead of going againft Nature; 
we allow Nature the juft Liberty to do and think 
_ what it pleafes. Rene 

Gal.. Vhat is, to cut one another’s Throats,’ if 
they think proper; for this. very Reafon I think 
you fhould be afraid of every Man’ you meet, for 
either the Men you converfe with are Perfons who 
have fome Senfe of Religion, or Men of your own 
Kidney, I hope you will allow that Expreffion, 
if you boggle at the Name of Principles. All 
Men of religions Principles, ought to look upon 
you as fo many Monfters, who make no Scruple of 
deftroying your own Species, Root and Branch, if 
they ftood in your Way, that, as I faid, the wild- 
eft Beat let loofe. would not be fo hurtful to hu- 
man Nature. I wonder you are not afraid of be- 

ing purfued by Hue and Cry, and knock’d on the 
_ Head, as they do mad Dogs. I am fare all civil 
~ Magiftrates, if you were once difcover’d, ought to 

fhut you up as they would a Madman, who fhould 
run thro’ the Streets. with a naked Sword in his 
- Hand, threatning to kill every Man he meets. Your 
Notions are as much a Phrenfy in Morals, and the 
Confequences much worfe, for you make it no 
Crime. to kill Body and.Soul. Onthe other hand, . 
if the Perfons you have Dealings with, be Men of 


no Principles, like yourfelf, how dare you, truft . 


your Life and Fortune with thofe who thipk it 90 
ree a Sass Nate 


ate 


more Harm to deftroy ye, to facrifice ye to their 


Intereft, than to remove a Log out of his Way ? 
Nay, would be a Fool in that Syftem, if any 
Tendernefs of Nature fhould perfuade him to the 
contrary. 

Fr. Pox on it,* you are running on with your 
Confequences and Inferences again; whereas we 
never trouble ourfelves with any other Con/equences 
but thofe that touch our Copy-hold. 

Gal. No, I know you don’t: But does not fuch 
a horrid Syftem touch every one’s Copy-hold in 
the World, and tend to the Deftruétion of every 
Individual ? Does not any Man of Senfé fee the 
Evidence of thefe Inferences, if fach free Thoughts 
fhould once come to obtain? and ought to ‘guard 
againft them, as they tender their Lives, Liberties 
and Properties, as well as Religion. If you re- 
quire it, Dll give you a Demonftration of the 


_ Juftice of thefe Inferences, if the Violence of your 


Paffions and depraved Appetites, did not make you 

blind and deaf to the Light and Voice of Nature. 

Thofe are Prejudices with a witnefs. ini 
Fr. D mn all Demonftration and Light of 


Nature; ’tis that-has brought the confounded 


Ties of Religion ad Confcience upon us. But we 


- hope to out it all in Time, if we can get but Power 


enough to throw off the Mafque. 


- -Gal. Now you. fpeak like yourfelf: I know what 


you aim at very well: You have Mafques, and 
Blinds, and Cloaks, to impofe on the World ‘be- 
yond all the Juggles of Prieftcraft. But’ don’t be 
in a Paffion ; I will thew you as clear as the’Sun, 
by an Argument even a Freethinker may under- 
ftand, that the Tendency of your free Syftem ftrikes 
at the Vitals of human Nature,  faps the Founda- 
tion of all Liberty and Property, all Security of 


_ Life, Truft,, Fidelity between Man and Man; 
- Gives an Inlet to all manner of Villanies, fets Man-~ 


kind 
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kind a wronging one another like wild Beafts, and 
by confequence muft be the moft horrid Syftem 
the Devil himfélf could ever with to have propa- 
gated on Earth : Do you acknowledge thefe Con- 
fequences of your free Thoughts or not? 

Fr. Pith, no; we fhould be knock’d on the 
Head in earneft if we did: But I tell you we never 
trouble our Heads about Con/equences. 

Gal. Then the Property of a Freethinker is to 
fhut his Eyes to the moft glaring Truths, and on- 
ly dire& his Thoughts to thofe Things of which 
all. rational Men ought to have the greateft Hor- 
ror. But let me beg you to keep your Temper 
a little : Thinking of thefe Con/equences now may 
fave you the Trouble of thooting or ftabbing your- 
felf, or taking a Dofe of Opium, to keep off fuch 
Thoughts, when they ftare you in the Face at the 

Approach of Death: For that’s the Freethinker’s 
Way to eafe his Confcience. I tell you once more, 
I have a particular knack in making People fee 
more Confequences of their free Thoughts in one 
Minute, than ever they would acknowledge all 


theit Lives. Come,. let me try if I-can bring a - 


Freethinker to a juft Way of Reafoning or not:. 
"Tis better to be hamper’d in a Logical Noofe, 
than ina Hempen one, which is often the Fate of 
thofe of your Se&. _ Pray tell me what is the End 
and Intent of this free Syftem of your’s? Is it 
only for the Liberty of Thinking and Believing 
_ what you pleafe, and what not; or is it chiefly to 

-give yourfelves a loofe to 44 and De what you 
pleafe:? . 

. Fr. Both. We perfuade People to think and 
believe what they will of Religion and Morality, 
that we may freely do and att what we. pleafe 
. without Scruple or Remorfe. ~ 
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Gal. Very well; you imagine then every Man’ 


has a juft Liberty of believing or disbelieving in- 


teriourly, nay not believing any thing at all of 
Religion and Morality, if he thinks proper; and 
acting by that Belief? : 

Fr. Undoubtedly ; for who has any Power to 
reftrain my Thoughts ? But, if I believe no Reli- 
gion at all interiourly, I am a Fool if I obferve 
any in my Ations, unlefs it be for my own Inte- 
reft, or to fave my Bacon; nay, ’tis for this Liberty 
of free AGing, that we eftablith the Liberty of free 
Thinking. fetes | 

Gal. I am fure he would be a Fool that fhould 
think you would, or trufted his Life in a Free- 
tbinker’s Hands. By Religion I fuppofe you mean 
as before, all Obligations of Confcience both natu- 
ral and revealed. =e? Eh r 

Fr. Yes: I told you we are not fo unthinking 


| as not to fee, if any thing a Man can do be evil, 


we fhould be obliged to the Laws of Morality. 
Gal. But does not this deftroy all Security: of 
Life between Man and Man? Would not a Free- 
thinker be a Fool, that fhould fpare his own Fa- 
ther, or the deareft Friend he has in the World, 
fuppofe it were his Intereft to take him off? 
Would not all Tendernefs and Ties of Blood, ac- 
cording to his Principles, be mere Prejudices of 
Education? Can the wildeft Beaft be fo great an 
Enemy to Man, as one Man would be to ano- 
ther, if this Syftem fhould prevail? Had I not 
* Reafon to fay that all rational Creatures ought to 
guard againft a Freethinker, as they would againft 
_ the greateft Monfter in Nature? How dare you 
_ truft your Life in any Man’s Power, who fhould 
be poffefs’d of thefe unnatural Principles ? 
Fr. Pooh! you are always harping on this. 
jarring String; muft I tell you once more that 


~ there are Laws and Punifhment annexed to them, 


to’ 


aC aay 


to keep Men within the common Bounds of Soci- . 


ety. What need of internal Principles, when ex- 
ternal Laws are fufficient? | 


Gal. How fufficient ! Pray, Sir, are there not 


ten thoufand Crimes, which may be committed with 
Impunity, if there were no other Check to the 
Wickednefs of Men but external Laws? What 
could not Men in Power do? Confider it well: 
What could not cunning and defigning Men do, 
if they had nothing to take. care of but their 


Necks? What Man could be fecure of his Throat. 


one Hour, if thofe he converfes with would cut it 


if they could ? Come, be free, and tell me; Are ° 


there not a great many Enormities which you 
Freethinkers commit without any Scruple, for 
which the Laws would make you fmart, if they 
were difcover’d. | 

Fr. That’s our Bufinefs ; if we are difcover'd 
we are punifh’d; that’s all we care for. 

Gal. Yes, and very often my Bufinefs tooy 
but let that pafs: I hope you are fenfible by this 
' time of the Truth-of the Con/equences, every 
Man of Senfe may alledge againft you. 

Fr. What? | 


Gal. That the Syftem of Freethinking tends to bf 


the Deftruétion of all, human Society, and even 
Liberty and Property, as well as of Religion. 

_ Fr. Pfhaw! as to that, every Man is born in 
a State of War, and has juft as much Right as he 
has Power.: What he can’t do with Safety, he is 
a Fool to meddle with, unlefs a defperate Pubh 


may be neceffary for him: What he has Power ta 


do, he is a Fool if he refrains: But as to the 


Fuft, the Right or the Wrong, we are entirely ea- os 


fy. °Tis true, where People have a Notion of 


fome Religion, and believe any thing to be good 
or evil in itfelf, I can’t fay but your Confeguences 


look naturally enough, and. you would do well to 


guard ae 
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‘pitatd againft ‘us 5 for we fhould ¢értainly make 


ufé of our Right; that is, our Power to do ° 
what we had a mind to, in which we havea great 


Advantage over Men of Principles and Confci« 
ence. But if the World were of our Opinioty 
we fhould ‘have no Scruplés of Conféiénce to hant- 
per our Minds, and cheek noble Defighs : We 
fhould rely entirely on exterrial Laws ; every 


_ Man might do what he pleas'd, provided he had 


them in his Eye: There would be no fach thing 


_ as the Bugbears of Good and Evil, Right or 


Wrong ; we fhould fpare no Body, arid expeét no 
Body to {pare us: If I wotld cut any Man’s 
Throat that ftood in my way, I know he would 
cut mine, fo we fhould be or an equal Footing: 


_ This we call living according to Nature; we 


fhould be foie’d indeed to make fonie mutual Ens 


Sagements for our own Eafe, but then we know 


every one would break them without Scruple, if he 
could do it with Safety. Now I have told you thé 
naked Truth, =| = 

Gal. A very pretty Society this, trily: I 


fuppofe you would want a Caft of my Office very 


frequently : or, perhaps would {pare me the Pains, 


by cutting one another’s Throats as fat as you 


can, Certainly, “you Freethinkers muft’-bé the 


moft couragious Men in the World, to be able to. 


fleep when any one of the fame Profeffion is its 
the Houfe with ye. 
build himfelf a Caftle, or rather a Cave, in fortie 
inacteflible Rock, to fecure himfelf agairift his 


Brother Savages : But then, what would you dé 


by your Wives, Children, or Slaves, if you fhould 


be uneafie to. them? For I prefurne you woiild: 


breed them up with no Principles, like your 
felves :. So that you would be 48 mtich ia Dans 
Ser from them, as fiom other People. Bite £ 


~ hope you. don’s rege propagating this Free- 


May be every Man would. 


thinkittg 


eat) 
Ne 
Say 


rd 


thinking Society here in, England 5 but only call 
culate it -for the Hottentots, or fome of. the new 
found Savages ? . 

Fr. You don’t know but it may come to that 
‘at laft : Our Syftem of no Religion makes greater 
Progrefs than you may imagine, tho’ we don’t 
let People into thofe confounded Confequences 
you draw from it. I can aflure you we gain 
Ground every Day: We have our déepti in 
Church and State, who know how to make Profe- 
lytes as well as the moft Politick Priefts in the 
World ;. in every Country, Kingdom and State 
in the Univerfe : Nay, in every Sef, in every 
Religious Profeffion, for all their pretended San- 
étity, we have Men who believe no more Inter- 
nal Religion than our felves : But I muft confefs, 


England feems to be the propereft Soil for New | 


Sets of any Place in the World, unlefs you will 
except our emulous Traders over the Water. 
Gal. That’s poffible enough: There were wick- 

ed Men, and fandtified Villains from the begin: 
ning; from the old Bacchanalians down to our 
fielifire Clubs... Oh! They were all great Free- 
thinkers. But now you talk of Profelytes, Pri- 
thee now by what Arguments, or Arts; do you 
draw People into this Freethinking Seé, that is, 
to fhut their Eyes to the Light of Nature, and 
commit the greateft Villanies without Remorfe ? 

Fr. Why, by. their own natural Paffions and 
Inclinations ; we endeavour to corrupt their Mo- 
rals in the firft place, giving a Loofe to all mar- 

‘ner of Lewdnefs and Debauchery, in which the 
Bent of our Youth’ of late Years feconds us be- 
yond our Wifh: Tho’ we. profefs publickly the 
juft Liberty of Preethinking, that is, believing any 
thing or nothing of Religion, yet we do what 


we can to keep them from Thinking at all, till, 


they are flefh’d and blooded: If they begin to 
oe eee 


eT) 
grow qualmifh, and boggle at the moft horrid 
Impieties, we laugh at their Squeamifhnefs, and 
make a Jeft of all that is Sacred ; we turn all Re- 
ligions and Morality into Burlefque ; we are per- 


petually filling their Ears with the Juggles of 


Prieficraft and Impofture ; we rake up all we can 


_ of wicked Churchmen and hypocritical Villains, 


who made a Cloak of Religion in all Ages ; we 
draw Parallels between the Cheats of the Hea- 
then Gods: The Impoftures of Mahomet, Bra- 
mius, Brachmans, Enthufiafts of all Sefts, and the 
True Church, and clofe all with this convincing 
Argument, Yhat Priefis of all Religion are the 
fame : That one Verfe has made more Profelytes 
than all the Arguments we can bring. 
_ Gal. Tho’ I grant you all thofe Impoftors were 
great Freethinkers, or at leaft Free-attors, which 
comes much to the fame, you don’t think fuch 
Stuff as this comes up to a Demonitration, do 
ye? 

Fr. No, hang it, we hate all Demonftration ; 


| but it goes down with unthinking Youth as glib 


as can be ; efpecially when it is gilded over with 
the Inventions of Liberty. If People are ,Book~- 
ifhly inclin’d, and have a fmattering of Learning, 


for we never. deal with thorough-pac’d Scholars, 


) 


we throw in Doubts about the Myfteries of the 


- Chriftian Religion, Providence, Punifhments of ‘ 


the next Life, Inconfiftencies of different Seéts, 


and the like ; making them believe, that Intereft, 


Power and Pleafure are the main Hinges on which 
all human A€tions turn ; ftill clofing all our Ar- 
guments, That Religion is a Feft: As old Cato 


did his Harangues, that Carthage was to be de- 
~ ftroyed. What need I fay any more ? The Infi- 
' nity of fcandalous Libels and Lampoons againft 


Religion, our Doétors publifh from time to time; 


+ the barefae’d tices as are daily advanced in 


2 the 


: Costa) 
~ the beft of Companies; the Noullity of all Relis 
gion in Praétice, at leaft, by the greateft part of 
Mankind , and the Numbers of thofe who neither 
practife, nor believe any, evidently fhew that our 
Sect is a growing Seét; and in procefs of Time, 
may make the greateft Figure of all thofe that 
people this. Land. 

Gal. You might add all thofe who die by the 
“Hands of the Common Hangman ; for they are, 
generally fpeaking, of your Clan: But, let me 
ask you a further Queftion or two : .Firft, Why 
are you fo averfe to Religion? 2dly, Which of 
the Two you ftrike at moft; Natural Religion 
er Reveal’d? - he 


Fr. ‘Tho’ we don’t care to give the Why and 


the Wherefore of our AGtions, you force me to 
{peak my Mind whether J will or no: I'll tell ye 
.thereiore, we hate Religion, becaufe it is a Curb 
to our free Adions. ’ We chiefly impugn Reveal’d 
Religion in thew, but the real Stab is aimed at 


Morality, and the Rules of a good Life. Be- — 


caufe, being refolv’d to give our Appetites their 
%ull fwing, and Reveal'd Religion enforcing the 
Law of Nature in its greateft. Perfegtion, we 
would willingly make a Jeft of both; but often 
make a Blizd of one to deftroy the other. Hence 
you fee, That fay what you will to a Freethinker, 
and bring all the Arguments in the World a- 
gainft him, he laughs at all you can fay, and is 
pene? eafy and unconcern’d in the midit of all 


fis Impieties. _The modefteft Thing you will 


hear from him is, that God never troubles him- 
iglf with what we poar Mortals do. 

Gal: I thall fpeak to this laft prefently :. Pers 
haps he may laugh at all Remonitrances, as long: 
as his Paffions are in their full Carreer ;. but when 
¢hefe come to flag, and Death ftares him in the 
Face, 1 can never think all is {9 ¢aly Hithin 28 
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they would make us believe 5 otherwife, Why are | 
they fore’d to put a ftop to all Remorfe by aShot, | 
f 


‘ora Stab, or a Dofe of Opium ; but becaufe they | 


ean’t bear the Terror of their own Thoughts ? i 


Tam fure moft of your Profeffion, who take their | 


Jaft Leap from my Arms, have other Sentiments : 
They feem to be fenfible of their Miftake; ac- | 
knowledge the Errors of their paft Life, and of= | 
ten bewail their Misfortune in falling into fuch | 
wicked Company. I told you before, I had the 
Gift of making them {peak their real Thoughts : 
And not only that; but Ican fee- into their very 


Souls at that critical Time, and find their Ter- 


rour and Remorfe proportionable to the Wicked- 
nefs of their Lives. But what is the Reafon fo 
many, Deifis and Freethinkers lay violent Hands 
on themfelves, when their Confcience begins to 
prick them? eG 

Fr. It is, That having ftifled all Thoughts of 

the next Life, and work’d their Paffions into a 
Belief that there is-no fuch Thing as Good and> 
Evil, being abandon’d toa reprobate Senfe ; they 
take that Method to eafe their anxious Minds, by 
preventing the Terrors of Death by Death itfelf. 

- Gal. That is, they fave the Hangman a La- 
bour, in which there feems to be fomething of 
‘Providence ; that, as they had contemn’d all Laws 
Divine and Human, to gratify their brutal Pat 
fions, they fhould be abandon’d to the Effetts of 
thofe very Paffions to be their own Executioners. _ 
For Suicide is fo vifible a Judgment, and fuch a | 
Blot upon Nature, that the veryeft Brutes are not 


capable of it. We fee all other Creatures ftrug- ' 
_ gle to the laft Gafp-to fave the remainder of their 
"Lives ; nay, the moft determin’d Atheift, who by 


y 


his falfe Reafonings had refolv’d to kill himfelf, 
if we fhould offer to ftab him at unawares, would 


~ ftand upon his Guard ; So great is the Force of 


Nature, 


rig 
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Nature. But, as you Fvreethinkers pretend to be 
_ yational Men, furely, fince thefé monftrous Noti- 
ons won't take with every body, you mnuft glofs 
them over with fome fpecious thew of Reafon 
and Argumentation. — 
Fr. Truly your three-legg’d Worfhip is very 
much out there : For, we endeavour to perfwade 
People that Reafon itfelfis but a mere Notion: 


We attack the very firft Principles of Reafon ;. 


_ And when we have brought People to doubt of 
every thing, in this tottering Condition we can 


foon fhove them into the Gulph of Immorality. 


You don’t confider that the Drift of this free 
Syftem is to lead Men by their Paffions, not by 
their Reafon. 

Gal. So that, when a Freethinker makes a Jeft 
of Religion, and ridicules all that is Sacred, he 
does not pretend to any Reafon or Argumentati- 
on in the Cafe. . - Poo ee 

Fr. How fhould-he pretend to it ? When our 


ultimate Anfwer to all Arguments is, That Rea- — 


fon itfelf is but a Feft. - . 

Gal. Your Servant good Mr. Statue / Has 
not my three-legg’d Worfhip as much right to 
Reafon, and Argument, as the beft Freethinker 
of you all? I am fure, a Man who makes a Jeft 
of Reafon, has no more Right to be believed, 
than a walking Statue. But I fear fuch Jefts will 
bring you into real Evils. However, this Way 
of Thinking is much ‘of a Piece: For whoever 


makes a Jeft of Religion, muft make a Jeft of — 


right Reafon: The Principles of Religion, and 
the Principles of right Reafon in Morals are one 


and ‘the.fame : .Whoever denies one, muft deny . 
the other : No wonder a Freetbinker atts likea - _ 
Brute, fince he reduces himfelf to the Condition ~ . 


of a Brute in making a Jeft of his Reafon. 


Fr. You are coming upon me with your Can- 


fequences again. Gal, 


=e 
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Gal. Confequences! Why, you bring them on 
your felf in {pight of your Nofe. What is a Be< 
ing without the Ufe of Reafon? Come, anfwer 
ime direttly : For I am privileged, by the Laws 
of the Land, to make you confefs. 

Fr. A Being without the ufe of Reafon is ex 
ther a Brute or Block. 2 eu 

Gal. *Tis poffible you will prove your felf one 
or tother by and by. . Now Lask you what isthe 
Ute of Reafon, I mean in the Direétion of Life 2 

| Fr. To follow.one’s Appetites, and indulge Na~ . 
ture in any thing it has a mind to. 

Gal. There fpoke the BruteI am fure *. Well 
but, Do you allow of no other Uf of Reafon ia 
the Diregtions of Men’s Lives; no Rules to thew 
what is to be done, and what not ? P 

Fr. Yes, to thew us what is hurtful to our Be- 
ings, that is, our Bodies, and what not. 

Gal. The Voice of the Brute again. Come, 
Vl be kinder to you than you are to your felf ; 

' fince you are fo humble as to put your felf on the 
Par with me, by making a Je(t of Reafon, and 
thew you another Ufe of Reafon, if you have any 5 

for you know ’tis expedient to doubt of every 

_ thing; I fay another Ufe of Reafon than merely 

, to take Care of the Body: You have an Immor- 
tal Soul, Man, of infinite more Value than the 
Body ; and: by conféquenee requires much more 
Care than the Body. Reafon is the Guide of the 
‘Soul, as the Eye is of the Body. Tho’ you 
have Legs and Strength to carry you which way 


* you pleafe, Will you let them carry you down a 


* Oneiof the brighteft Genius’s this Age has produced give 


~ . this Chara€ter of a Freethinker. To argue with Free 


mz 


is almoft, in a literal Senfe, to fight with Beafts: Dean Swift. 
And in another Place, Ignorance and Vice are two necéffary 
& Ingredients in the Compofition of Freethinkers, who, in Pro: 
pricty of Speech, areno Thinkers atall. Saiff’s Letterto « 
~ young Gentiemay, ~ z ah ate 


Precipice, 
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Precipice, without making ufe of your Eyes to a- 
void it ? Are there not Precipices and Dangers 
of the Soul, as well as of the Body, unlefs the 
Eye of the Soul tells you how to avoid them ? 
And if it does tell you, Are not youa Madman 
to run into them? But flay ; perhaps your Free- 
thoughts have thought away your Soul as well 


as your Reafon: You don’t believe the Soul and 


Body to be one and the fame, do ye? 

Fr, We are entirely eafy whether it be or not. 
We know we have Appetites, and thofe we are 
refolv’d to indulge, apd leave the reft to Chancé. 

Gal. Why that be or not ?-I fear we thall come 
to the Brute or the Block in earneft. Who, that 
fis a degree above a Brute, can deny but that he 
has Thoughts as well as Appetites: Is there not. 
a Being in Man endow’d with the noble Operati- 
ons of Thinking, Judging, Chufing, Forefeeing, 
Willing, Reafoning, and the like, which are im- 
poffible to be fqucez’d out of Matter: Spin it 
into the fineft Fibres, attuate it’ with the moft 
volatile Spirits, give it the moft impetuous Mo- 
tion, you'll never find out one Thought in all 
this: It will be mere Matter ftill. Wherefore 
the Soul and the Body are Beings effentially dif 
tin&t from one another. What a rare Piece of 


‘Corruption the Body is, when the Soul is fepa~ 


rated from it ?’ { fcarce think any rational Man 
can pretend to deny the Immortality of the Soul. 
_ If he did, it were eafy to demonftrate, that fince. 
the Soul and Body are Beings effentially diftintt 
from one another, the deftrotion of the Body 
does not neceffarily infer the deftru@ion of the 

Soul; utlels, when you cut off a Man’s Hand 
you muft cut off his Soul too. ‘The principal — 
, Ute of Reafon therefore is to take Care of the 
Soul, not the Body. But if Men were to purfue 
their Appetites, in every thing thefe prompt gies 
3 p 
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to, what a Pafs would the World come to? 
There are Rules therefore to be obferv’d in the 
Aétions of the Mind, as well as of the Body, 


and a Mifcarriage of much greater Confequence. _ 


Fr. If our Appetites are irregular ; he that 
gave them is refponfible for them. If there — 
thould be any Harm in them ‘tis to our felves, 
not to Him. Neither is it worth his while to’ 
regard them. 

Gal. Why was it worth his while to make you | 
a Rational Creature? Why has he taken Pains, 
if the Expreffion may be allow’d, to make the 
leaft Infe& with jinfinite Art and Knowledge? He 
is neither better or worfe for your being, or not 
being at all, yet he thought it worth his while 


- to make you a Rational Creature, and will think 


it worth his while to fee that you live accord- 
ing to the eternal Didates of his Reafon, or of 
his Favour. Is this an Argument to lay the 
ftrefs of Eternal Confequences on? No, this is 


_ worfe than leaving all to Chance. 


Fr. You take me wrong ; weallow another Ufe | 
of Reafon befide taking Care of the Body: ’Tis 
to form noble Defigns, to project glorious Schemes, 
which grafp at the Government of the whole 


World, to—-- 


’ Gal. I know what you would fay: That is, to 
raife and aggrandize your felves, that you may 
have no body to controul you in your darling 
Paffions. “There’s the Center of all: This only 
thews, that a Freethinker is a Brute of a more 
elevated Capacity. No, Sir; your Reafon was. 


given you for more noble Ends than all this : 


i. ¢. to know and adore the Omnipotent Creator 


Of the Univerfe, whofe Exiftence you can’t de- 


ny if you would, fince I believe no Freethinker 
-Was ever fo mad as to fay he could make himfelf. 


_ If no one fingle Effe& in the Univerfe cou’d be 


E produc’d 
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= produc'd. without a diftin& Caufe, how could a 


Colleétion of them be produc’d without fuch a 
Caufe? If you are the Handy-work of this _ado- 

rable Caufe of all.Things, you are to be fubor- 

dinate. to him; to pay him his due Homage, 

whofe inherent Right it is to Command you: 
To fquare your Life according to the Dittates 

of his Infinite and moft Perfet&t Reafon. Can 

_-you imagine that the Crimes and Abominations 
authorized by your No-Principles, can ever be 
agreeable.to the moft Juft and Perfe& Reafon in 
God? Since you won't ftrive to open your Eyes 
to thefe Divine Truths, let me endeavour to. 0- 
pen them for you.- Ihave done -it for a great 
many of your Profeffion, who have died in my 
Arms. When they, come hither, they have_infi- 
nitely. better Lights'than they had before. They 
have acknowledged ithe grand Miftake they were 
in, both as to Theory and Practice : “Then their 
Reafon fhew'd them, the wrong’ Steps they had 
taken : When my Officers.and Attendants had tyed 


down. their Hands from fhooting and ftabbing . 


themfelves, the Mifts, and Clouds of their irre- 


gular Appetites clear'd up, and fhew’d them quite — 


4 different Profpect from what they. had_ before. 


If you'll give me leave I'll thew you part of this 


Propofal. What fay you? You are in the fame 
Path as to the Theory, that has led fo many to 
this Place. Shall I thew you what their interior 
Punifaments were, when they came to the right 
‘Use of Reafon at that laft Hour ? c 
Fr. I don’t care if you do for once : Tho’ ’tis 
contrary to our Rules. to ruffie our Repofe with, 
fuch melancholy Subjects. - . 

Gal. Oh! The vain Joys of the wicked always 
drag a dreadful Clog after them ; witnefs the vi0- 
lent Remedies you are fore’d to ufe to take it off. 
Well then ; I'll tell ye what Ideas feveral of pe 


ro- 


in a tfice. - 
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Profeffion have had, when they came to make their 
Exit at this Place. Some of them indeed deftroy’d 
their Reafon with Opium or Brandy, or fome o- 
ther intoxicating Drug, that, as they lived, 
they might die without Thought ; which is a 
prodigious Encomium for a Rational Creature. 
But I have peep’d into the Souls of feveral of ¢ 
them a jittle before their Death, and faw the 
whole Syftem of their former Ideas quite chang’d 
All their inhuman and _beaftly 
Afétions: look’d like fo many hideous .Monifters, 
ftaring them in the Face with the moft ghaftly De- 
formity. Avcertain Divine Ray, fhew’d them the 
Certainty of an All-{ceing, Supreme Deity, the 
Firft Caufe, and Author of all Things, Infinite 
in all Perfeétions, on whom they depended for e- 
very Breath they drew: Their Reafon demon- 
{trated to them, they could not make themfélves ; 
yet found, they were endowed with Powers and 
Perfeétions quite above all that was mere Matter. 


| This fhewd them the Obligation of Adoring, 


= 


ing any thing to be 


Praifing, Worfhipping and Obeying this Infinite 
Supreme Being ; the Gratitude and Acknowledg- 
ments due to Him for all his Benefits ; with that 
ndifpenfable Subordination, by which all Crea- 
, tures are rang’d in Obedience to his Holy Will ;_ 
and which make up the chief A@s of Natural 
Religion. ‘They faw that to do this was Good 5 © 
or what was according to the very Notion and 
Nature of a Rational Being: On the other hand, 
not to be Grateful and Subordinate to Him, was 


Evil, or contrary to the Nature of Right Rea- — | 


fon. Here they were convine’d of their grand 
Miftake in making a Jeft of Religion, and deny- 
Evil: Then they compar’d 
their own Reafon, and the Powers of their Soul 
with the Supreme Reafon and All-Juft Will in 
this infinitely perfe&t Being, and found that his 

5 E 2 é Divine 


Caer 


Divine Reafon and Will onght to be the Model ~ 
of theirs. That-toconform to the Supreme Rea- > 


fon, muft be Right or Good ; to deviate from it, 
muft be Wrong or Evil : By this Rule they ex- 
amin’d the Tenour of their paft Aétions, and 
confider’d whether their Murders, Extortions, 
inceftuous and beaftly Whoredoms, were agreca- 
ble to the moft Juft and Perfe&t Reafon in God : 
Or whether a Being infinitely Rational, Juft and 
Good, both in himfelf, and with refpe& to all his 
Creatures, could ever authorize or approve the 
Cruelties and Barbaritigs committed by Men : 
‘This they faw was impoffible, and inconfiftent 
with the Nature of God: And by confequence, 
muft be Odious in his fight : And the Supreme 
Reafon being the Rule and Model of Reafon in 
Man; it muft be irrational and unnatural . ia 
Man to commit them. Hence alfo they faw that 
there muft be eternal Truths in the Duties of 
Life, as well’as in Science and Knowledge: For 
which Duties Men ftand accountable to the Su- 
preme Being and Ruler of the Univerfe , who 
mutt fee, and take down in his Eternal Records, 
all that paffes under his Government. That to 


a&t contrary to thefe Eternal Truths, muft be to . 
break in upon indifpenfable Duties, and by con- 
fequence Evil and to conform to them muft be — 


Good : From whence it follows, that there muft 
be a Morality in the Aétions of Men to keep 


in thefe Duties. That the Life of Man confift- 
ing in what he owes to God, his Neighbour and ~ 


himfelf, there muft be Eternal Duties in. thefe 
three Refpetts; That it behoves all Men to 
confider what thefe Duties are, and to obferve 
them faithfully, as they are accountable to the 
univerfal Ruler. Who, as he made all Things 
with wonderful Art ; nor thinks the leaft Infect 
peneath his Cognizance 5 with much morg cork 
; Uae 0 
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does his providential Care extend itfelf to the 


more noble Astions of rational Creatures ;. af- 
figning them Rules, by which they are to guide 


the chief Part of their Lives. That the fafeft 
~ Way to know what thefe Duties are, muft be 


the Revelation of them by God Himfelf, one of 
the moft defirable Things that can be wifh’d for 
in this Life. That in fine, no rational Man can 
defire ftronger Proofs that God has ‘reveal’d his 
Will to Men, than the irrefragable Teftimonies 


- for the Chriftian Religion. Thus Reafon and 


Nature fhew’d them there was fomething Good — 
to be done, and Evil to, be avoided ; and God 
himfelf, that they might not be deceiv’d, had re- 
veal’d to them the Particulafs of their Duty in 
the Inftitution of Chriftianity, wherein are fhewn 
fuch vifible Marks of the Finger of God ; as well 
as making- Men become more Rational, “as they | 
become Chriftians.” By thefe Confiderations they ' 
faw the Enormities of their paft Life, acknow- 


_ ledging their Faults, and returning to the Su- 


oo. Creator of their Being, ‘they made their 
+xit much more like rational Creatures, than the 
rett of your Clan ‘generally do by a Shot, or a 


Stab’; butchering themfelves like inhuman Mon- 


fters,’or drowning the noble Light of Reafon at 
their laft Hour, which fhould be. their diftin- 
guifhing Prerogative from Brute Beatts. 

This is a fhort Sketch of the juft Laws of. 


_ Nature, which every thinking Man might fee, if © 


he were not blinded with Prejudices of lawlefs” 
Paffions. Prejudices much ftronger than all the 
Arts of Prieftcraft. Since People are mote in- ~ 
clin’d to lean towards Liberty, than to curb their 
unruly. Appetites : And I am affraid, after all — 
your Clamour.and Noife of Prejudice and Prieft- 
craft, the greateft Sham and Impofture lies on 
the fide of the Freethinkers , fince thefe pyb- 
re. ee ee 
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lickly profes, "tis no Sin to Cheat and Impofe on 
all the World. — 
. However, T leave it to your ferious Confide- 

ration, if a Freethinker can be ferious, whether I 
have not put youina more juft and natural Way of 
thinking, and more agreeable to the Rays of that 
Divine Light given us by the Omnipotent Crea- 
tor, thanto mention that the moft horrid Crimes 
can ever be agreeable to right Reafon, either in 
God or Man ? 

Fr. I confefS you have plac’d Matters in a 
much clearer Light than ever T faw before. But 


the Cheats and Wickednefs of the World, in the — 


moft fanttified Callings, wou’d almoft make a Man 
believe, Religion were a Jett : "Tis certainly fo 
in the Opinion of thele People. Befides, fome of 
‘the Myfteries of Chriftianity are a little hard to 
digeft: Tho’ I own, all our Drift is to free our 
felves from all Obligations of Duty and Confci- 
ence whatfoever. | : 
Gal. 1 thought to have taken my Leave of 
ou here. “But I muft fay a Word or two to 
_thefe Obje&ions of yours. As for wicked Per- 
fons, there have been, and will be, fuch to the end 


of the World : But, if fome People put out — 
their own Eyes, muft every one do fo? The ~ 


- Queftion is not, whether Men mayn’t act a- 
gainft the Light of Nature, but whether they 
ought not to do fo. If the Crimes of Men are 
- evidently contrary to the juft Rules of the Su- 


preme Reafon in God, they muft be fo with re- 


_ fpeét to Man: Wherefore every rational Creature 
ought to conform himfelf to the Laws of Na 
ture; being affured that there are effential Diffe- 
renees of Good and Evil, Right and Wrong 4 
whofe Boundaries are never to be pafs’d, without 


incurring the Difpleafure of the All-Jut Ruler of | 


the Univerfe , who muft be Equitable and a 
Be aks ot 
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tial to all his Creatures, unlefs they render them- 
felyes unworthy of his regard to their Impieties. 
And not only this: But fince there is fuch an 
evident Inequality of the Goods and Evils of 


this Life , the Wicked generally profpering, and 
the Righteous being opprefs’d: *Tis no lefs evi- 


dent that his impartial -Juftice has referv’'d a 


7 


Power of making a juft Computation in the next. __ 


On which account it behoves you to take Care ; 


-for there is more to come after than you arc 


aware of. S 

As for Myfteries in Religion: Pray what is 
there in Nature that is not fo? Is not your 
proud Reafon gravel’d in the Produétion of the 


leaft Infect: And yet you cry out againft Myfte- — 


ries in Religion! Then what muft we fay of the 
adorable Works of the whole Creation? You 
pretend to acknowledge the Exiftence of God : 


Yet, is not his whole Effence Incomprehenfible ? 
Can you pretend to fcan his Infinity, Eternity, 


Immenfity, or any one of his Attributes 2? This 
we are fure of, that He is ; andis infinitely more 


a ee OP 


Perfect than we can comprehend : Yet you deny 
the Myfteries of Chriftianity, becaufe they are | 


You will find contraditory Syftems even in your 
own dear Matter , yet you are not for Myfteries 
in Religion ! Our Reafon tells us, unlefs you 


_ make that a Jeft, as well as Religion, which your 


No-Principles wou'd almoft make us believe, 
that what belongs: to the Nature of God, mutt 
be Incomprehenfible , nay, further, “That none 


“can give us fo juft Notions of what belongs to 


him, as he himfelf. But that he has fufficiently 
reveal’d his Myfteries to Men, you may eafily 
fee in the Proofs for the Chriftian Religion : 

ee : ; Proofs 


Ancomprehenfible ? No, learn firft to know what | 
- paffes on Earth, before you cenfure Heaven. . 


my 
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eS Ae Brooke that are ubher’d in by the beft attefted 


Fatts in the World. 

 Laftly, If you fhould wonder how an inani- 
‘mate Being, as I am, can {peak and argue thus 
. With ye 5 I muft tell you, that the whole Voice 

of Nature is againft you, and the leaft tom fuf- 

ficient to confute ye. Icw Words are beft; take 

this as a providential Warning, left ferious Think- 


ers fhould think it as lawful to tye. you up from: 


your Meat, as you do,to cut: their ‘Throats. So 
fare you weil, | 
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